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This book will be a useful addition to the libraries of departments dealing with malignant disease, where its emphasis on the multidisciplinary approach will be especially valuable. ELIZABETH This book will appeal to all those with a responsibility to patients with malignant disease who require a convenient source of reference to the various methods of treatment in current use in leading centres. The emphasis is on combined modality therapy as wellas chemotherapy, and the results that have been obtained.
VICTOR BLOOM

Editor
Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 9. Membranes and Neoplasia: New Approachesand Strategies. Vincent T Marchesi (ed) pp 286 $35 Alan R Liss 1976 Previous volumes in this series have contained much to stimulate and inform the clinician but the present volume is clearly aimed at the research worker. It contains the proceedings ofa conference sponsored by the National Cancer Institute held in May 1976at Keystone, Colorado.
No one would now dispute the importance of membrane properties in determining the phenotypic characteristics of cancer cells. The papers collected together in this book cover this area in great detail and are divided into five sections, corresponding to the five sessions held at the conference: exogenous factors; receptors; antigens I and II; molecular topography and surface components; and cell adhesion and attachment.
The contributions are largely research papers such as might be found (and, lightly disguised, probably are) in standard scientificjournals. It is however convenient to have them grouped together in this way.They provide fascinating insights into the development of our understanding of the structure and function of membranes both in normal and abnormal cells.As such the book must be required reading for anyone interested in the tumour cell.
BA BRIDGES
Director M RC Cell Mutation Unit
University ofSussex This issue consists of a series of authoritative reviewson topics selected from endocrinology and the respiratory and cardiovascular systems. The chemistry of lipotropins is explained with their structural relationship to adrenocorticotrophic hormone (ACfH), melanocyte-stimulating hormone (MSH) and secretin; but it is perhaps a reflectionof the pace of research in this field that there is no mention of endorphins or enkephalins. The division of function between follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) (interstitial cell-stimulating hormone (ICSH» in controlling androgen production and spermatogenesis is analysed. A review of the structure-activity relationships of analogues of thyroxine concludes with the definition of a hypothetical receptor for the hormone.
A comprehensive review of methods for investigating respiratory function provides a practical guide for those designing experiments. This is followed by useful surveys ofthe effect on respiration ofpsychotropic drugs and of certain hormones such as ACTH and progesterone which are shown to act centrally. The mechanism of action of cardiac glycosides in terms of the sodium-potassium pump, the role of ionic changes in the appearance of arrhythmias and the mechanism of cardiac fibrillation are clearly discussed. The pharmacological basis for the use of antihistamines in the therapy of arrhythmias is examined.
The reviews are well presented with extensive references. They contain sufficient detail to attract the specialist, but are within the comprehension of the general reader. The reviews on digitalis and ionic factors in arrhythmias are especially recommended to teachers wishing to present an up-todate account to their students. Basic immunological concepts and their clinical ramifications are expanding so fast that this kind of review is very welcome. The book is well referenced and covers most of the important recent advances with chapters on the genetic control of immune responses, lymphocyte markers, lymphocyte enzyme deficiencies and suppressor cell mechanisms. Many of the authors are clinicians so there is a reasonable balance between academic and practical immunology. J F A P Miller has written a particularly clear chapter explaining, with the help of simple diagrams, the various confusing hypotheses for T and B lymphocyte cooperation in antibody responses. There is also an excellent and very detailed chapter by F P Siegal & R A Good on lymphocyte differentiation markers with emphasis on the findings in human diseases. There is an unusual chapter by W Pruzanski reminding us that lymphadenopathy occurs commonly in a variety of diseases and suggesting that more detailed investigation of this phenomenon might prove fruitful.
G W BISSET
Professor of Pharmacology University of London
Both research and clinical immunologists will find this book informative. In contrast to Dr Thomson's dictionary mentioned above, a personal tour de force, the three editors of this 'Dictionary of Medical Ethics' have brought together what are described as '116 Eminent Contributors' to discuss ethical and moral issues which involve both medicine and society. Their aim has been to provide a factual view; where there are differing views on a problem the alternatives are presented without bias. A list of what is described as 'the best and most authoritative literature' is provided after each item discussed. The result is a reference book which undoubtedly will be useful to many people whether they are medically qualified or not. An increasing number of decisions made by local authorities, community health councils and ethical committees
AD B WEBSTER
Consultant Physician Northwick Park Hospital, Harrow
